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Date:  December 9, 2012 
Title:  “The Offering of the Body of Jesus Christ Once For All” 
Text:  Hebrews 9:15-10:18 
Theme: Jesus has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
 
Introduction:  
God has so ordered that our study of Hebrews would collide with the celebrating of Advent.  
In Advent we look toward the coming of the Seed Promise.  In His appearance the new 
covenant is cut and we are the beneficiaries of its fulfillment.  Jesus Christ spans the gap 
existing between God and man. 
 
All of the emptiness noted in the world during this season can only be satisfied when we look 
to Jesus the Christ. 
 

Medical doctor and theologian, M.R. DeHaan said, “The Bible is a book of blood … wholly 
distinct from all other books for just one reason, namely, that it contains blood circulating 
through every page and in every verse. From Genesis to Revelation we see the stream of blood.”1 

 
I remember when this text first broke into my mind.  I was wrestling with the power of the 
gospel in my life and I found myself in the cycle of sin/broken-

fellowship/confession/restoration/repeat pattern.  I believed this idea simply because it was 
what I had been taught.  When I began to read my Bible I saw that this idea was not consistent 
with this text and others like it that speak of a sufficient sacrifice for sin once for all.  There 
came a point in my life where I simply grew tired of the wall we place between our position in 
Christ and our condition on earth.  In heaven, we were victorious, but on earth, we are losers.  
Although I often note how you are failures, such statements made by me simply recognize 
your old nature, the fallen un-regenerated you.  Who you were in Adam, you no longer are, 
but still have.  Who you are in Christ forms your new identity before the Father.   
 
Who you are in Christ, in heaven, is who you are.  I know your life is fraught with failure and 
loss and regret and pain and suffering, but this does not define who you are before the Father.  
You are no longer controlled by and enslaved to these things.  Christ has conquered sin and 
death and you have been raised to live in newness of life and experience what we can call 
gospel growth. 
 
It is with great joy we consider this idea at this time. 
 
This larger section keeps repeating itself.  It shows the shadow, then the fulfillment in the 
substance.  There is the type, then the antitype.  The intent is not to show the contrast, but the 
continuity, how the one gives way to the other.  Types and antitypes are not contrasts; types 
are bridges or signposts pointing to the antitype.  The difficulty happens when people wish to 
remain in the shadow (i.e. type) or go back to the shadow, instead of embracing the substance 
(i.e. antitype). 



 

 

2 

 

The Epistle to the Hebrews 
Consider Jesus Our Great High Priest 

INSTRUCTION 
Hebrews 1-10:18 

EXHORTATION 
Hebrews 10:19-13 

Superior Person 
of Christ 

Hebrews 1:1-4:13 

Superior Priest  
in Christ 

Hebrews 4:14-10:18 

Superior Life 
In Christ 

Hebrews 10:19-13 

BETTER THAN 
PERSON 

Hebrews 1:1-4:13 

BETTER 
PRIESTHOOD 
Heb 4:14-7:28 

BETTER 
COVENANT 
Heb 8:1-13 

BETTER 
SACRIFICE 
Heb 9:1-10:18 

BETTER 
LIFE 

MAJESTY 
OF  

CHRIST 

MINISTRY 
OF 

CHRIST 

MINISTERS 
FOR 

CHRIST 

DOCTRINE DUTY 

DATE WRITTEN: 
ca. 64-68AD 

 

 
For us to understand our text, we need to consider the biblical idea of covenant as found in the 
Book of Hebrews.   
 

In the general sense, a covenant is simply a binding agreement or compact between two or more parties; 
in legal terms, it is a formal sealed agreement or contract. 
 
Classically, covenants are between nations or other powerful groups (for example, 1 Samuel 11:1; Joshua 
9:6, 15). At the international level they usually involve an alliance between two unequal parties - the 
stronger one pledging protection and help to the weaker in return for some form of vassal status (as in 
vassal treaties). 
 
This is similar to the biblical picture of God's relationship with his people, except that the inequality 
between the parties (Creator and creatures) is absolute. It is always made clear that the initiative is God's 
- that He makes covenants with his people and not vice versa. God initiates, confirms and even fulfills 
(ultimately in Christ, both sides of) the covenant. 
 
In the Old Testament the word covenant is translated from the Hebrew berîyth. This Hebrew word derives 
from a root which means "to cut" and hence a covenant is a "cutting" with reference to the ancient custom 
of cutting or dividing animals into two parts with the contracting parties passing between them, in 
making a covenant, see for example Jeremiah 34:18-19. Some suggest the parties of the covenant are 
thereby saying in essence, "May I be torn apart like these animals if I fail to uphold my part of this 
covenant." This is illustrated in Genesis 15, as God alone passes between the slaughtered animals while 
Abraham sleeps, again emphasizing the unilateral nature of this covenant, as well as the ultimate level of 
commitment involved - God putting his very life on line, as it were, as guarantee. 
 
In the New Testament, the Greek word diathēkē similarly means covenant, testament, or will. In fact, the 
Old and New "Testaments" are really the Old and New "Covenants" - the new covenant being of course 
that which was established by Christ through His shed blood for the remission of sins (Matthew 26:28). 
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The amazing thing about such examples of divine covenant is that they are the gracious means of 
relationship with God for a people who deserve to be removed from His presence forever, by a God who 
has no need whatsoever, in and of Himself, for such relationship. Indeed, the heart of covenant, as so 
often and wonderfully recapitulated by God Himself, is that expression of intimate relationship: "you will 
be my people, and I will be your God" (e.g. Jeremiah 30:22). 
 
Three crucial aspects of divine covenant have been outlined above: unilateral establishment, relational 
bond, and ultimate commitment. Each of these aspects is brought out in O. Palmer Robertson's definition 
of covenant as "a bond in blood sovereignly administered."2 

 
With this in mind, let us consider the usage of the word “covenant” in Hebrews.  Of the 18 
times the word “covenant/testament” is used in the Book of Hebrews all but three (Heb. 10:29; 
12:24; 13:20) are found in the section dealing with Jesus as our Great High Priest (4:14-10:28 
[7:22; 8:6, 8, 9, 10; 9:4, 15-17, 20; 10:16]). 
 
• so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. (Heb. 7:22) 
 

• 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better 
covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion sought for a second. 8 For finding fault with them, He says, "BEHOLD, DAYS 
ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF 
ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 9 NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH 
THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE 
LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR 
THEM, SAYS THE LORD. 10 "FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF 
ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I 
WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE. (Heb. 8:6-10) 

 

• When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to disappear. (Heb. 8:13) 

 

• 1 Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary. . . 4 having a 
golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden jar 
holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the covenant; (Heb. 9:1, 4) 

 

• 15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called 
may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the 
death of the one who made it. 17 For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while 
the one who made it lives. 18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 20 saying, 
"THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU." (Heb. 9:15-18) 

 

• "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I 
WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, 
(Heb. 10:16) 

 

• How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, 
and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit 
of grace? (Heb. 10:29) 

 

• and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood 
of Abel. (Heb. 12:24) 
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• Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of 
the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, (Heb. 13:20) 

 
In the first covenant, the Ark of the Covenant is a visual reminder of God’s intent to dwell 
among His people.  The Tablets of the Covenant are the written contract.   All of these 
elements point to God’s intent to dwell among His people and to have them enjoy Him 
forever. 
 

Before presenting the exegesis of the section 9:16–22, it is necessary to study the word diatheke which is 

throughout the Authorized Version of the New Testament translated either by the word “covenant” or “testament,” 

the former appearing twenty times, the latter, thirteen. The word itself is from diatithemi, the root meaning of dia 

being “two,” and the meaning of tithemi being “to place,” the total meaning of the word being literally “to place 

between two.” The word in classical Greek meant “to arrange each in their several places, to distribute, to dispose 

of, arrange as one likes, to dispose of one’s property, devise it by will, to make a will, to arrange or settle mutually.” 

The noun diatheke meant “disposition of property by a will, a testament, a compact, a covenant, a disposition.”
3
 

 
Outline: 
 

I. A Better Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 
 
II. A Better Covenant (8:7-13)   
 
III. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-10) 

 
IV. A Better Sacrifice (9:11–14) 

 
In verses 11-14 the writer introduced Christ's high priestly ministry, which climaxes in 
verse 15. Verses 16-22 are parenthetical explaining verse 15. Then verses 23-28 resume 
the discussion of Jesus' priestly ministry in heaven.4 
 
The author has made it clear that Christ's death has instituted a better covenant (vv. 11-
15) which is superior to animal offerings (vv. 12-14). But the need for such a sacrifice 
has yet to be explored. So a key word in this subunit [vv. 16-28] is 'necessary' (ananke, 
vv. 16, 23). In the process of exploring this point, the author clearly underscored the 
measureless superiority of the sacrificial death of Christ.5 

 
In our present passage it appears the author is summarizing what he has shared.  Three points 
are made. 
 

I. The way for inaugurating a covenant (vv. 15-22).  
 
Here we are reminded of how the first covenant was inaugurated and what happened at the 
cross and how a new covenant was inaugurated. 
 
 
Ray Stedman explains. 
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The passage from 9:15 through 9:28 takes a slightly different slant. Though the same term covenant is used as 
in Hebrews 9:1-14, it is now treated more as a bequest being administered by a living executor after the death 
of the will-maker. However, Christ is seen both as the will-maker who dies, and the executor who administers 
the estate, just as he was both the offering for sin and the high priest who offered it. The phrase For this 
reason, which introduces verse 15, looks back to the close of verse 14, that we may serve the living God. The 
promised Messiah administers the New Covenant to those who are called in order that they may be equipped 
to serve the living and true God. That equipping capability of the New Covenant is called the promised 
eternal inheritance. We have already seen that it consists of an inner understanding of the nature of both 
good and evil; an intimate, Father-child relationship with God; and a total and continuing forgiveness of sins. 
This is the inheritance which our Mediator offers to us whenever we come to the throne of grace (see note 
Hebrews 4:16) to receive it by faith. Just as the heir of a fortune may draw from its resources at any time, so 
we are expected to draw from this great bequest, as it is now available to us after the death of the testator. 
(Hebrews 9:1-28 The True Tabernacle)6  

 
 A. The need for a mediator (v. 15) 
 

For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been 
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. (Heb. 9:15) 

 
Hebrews makes it clear not only the necessity of a mediator but who this mediator is.   
 

• But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator 
of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  (Heb. 8:6) 

 

• And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. (Heb. 9:15) 

 

• And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel. (Heb. 12:24) 

 
Jesus is “the person who witnessed the contract made between the two contracting parties, 
slew the victim, and sprinkled each with its blood.”7 
 
I am going to comment on this in a moment, but something wonderful is happening here.  Let 
us not miss this.  Jesus Christ has done something breathtaking that we often overlook because 
of our familiarity with the subject matter. 
 

Mediator from mésos = middle, in midst) is  one who stands in the middle between two people and 
brings them together. It is basically a neutral and trusted person in middle (mesos), a so called "middle 
Man". It is one who works to remove disagreement and thus a mediator, go-between or reconciler. In 
short, Jesus is the Mediator, the One Who stands between men and God to bring them together.8 

 
The New English Translation makes the following observation.  
 

The Greek word mesitēs, “mediator” in this context does not imply that Jesus was a mediator in the 
contemporary sense of the word, i.e., he worked for compromise between opposing parties. Here the 
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term describes his function as the one who was used by God to enact a new covenant which established 
a new relationship between God and his people, but entirely on God's terms.9 

 
B. The reason for the covenant (v. 15b) 

 
1. The paying off of “credit” 

 
To make atonement for the transgressions which were committed under the old covenant, which the 
blood of bulls and calves could not do; so the death of Jesus had respect to all the time antecedent to it, as 
well as to all the time afterward till the conclusion of the world.10 

 
The Bible speaks of atonement under the first covenant being contingent on the establishment 
of the new covenant.  Often we speak of forgiveness prior to the cross event as saved on credit.  
There was genuine salvation but it waited for the final payment.  Jesus Christ is the fullest and 
final payment.  Although He is the lamb slain before the foundation of the world, He had to be 
offered in time for the sins of the people.  His death was not a result of Jewish rejection.  His 
death was part of God’s Story from the inception of the writing. 
 

2. The receiving of inheritance (v. 15b) 
 

For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been 
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. (Heb. 9:15b) 

 
There are significant consequences of the new covenant inaugurated and we are living in the 
“blast.” 
 

C. The death of the mediator (v. 16) 
 

16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. 17 For a covenant 
is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives. 18 Therefore even 
the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment had been spoken 
by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water 
and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, "THIS IS 
THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU." 21 And in the same way he 
sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. 22 And according to the 
Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness. (Heb. 9:16-22) 

 
For us to grasp the significance of what is being stated we need to consider the biblical 
imagery as noted in Genesis 15 when God cut a covenant with Abraham. 
 

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not fear, Abram, I am a 
shield to you; Your reward shall be very great." 2 Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since 
I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "Since You have 
given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir." 4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to 
him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall 
be your heir." 5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if 
you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6 Then he believed in the 
LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought 
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you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it." 8 He said, "O Lord GOD, how may I 
know that I will possess it?" 9 So He said to him, "Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old 

female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." 10 Then he brought all 

these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. 11 

The birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. 12 Now when the sun 
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. 13 

God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. 14 "But I will also judge the nation whom 
they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. 15 "As for you, you shall go to 
your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. 16 "Then in the fourth generation they will 
return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete." 17 It came about when the sun had set, 
that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed 

between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your 

descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: 
19 the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite 20 and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim 21 

and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite." (Gen. 15:1-21) 

 
When the text speaks of Jesus being the mediator, He is the offering that is cut in two which 
God passes through and establishes an unconditional and irrevocable contract with His 
people.  This is incredible. 
 

D. The efficacy of the mediation  
 

The apostle says almost, because in some cases certain vessels were purified by water, some by fire, Nu 
31:23, and some with the ashes of the red heifer, Nu 19:2-10, but it was always understood that every 
thing was at first consecrated by the blood of the victim.11 

 
Everything is purified by blood, but not every occasion requires blood since the “covenant” 
was already cut. 
 
The significance of the blood offering is to ratify and remind one of the covenant cut.  The 
sacrificial system formalized with Moses called the nation back to the covenant cut with 
Abraham and embedded in the blood picture in Genesis 3:21. 
 
The death and sacrifice presupposes something demanded such an offering.  The death and 
sacrifice suggests redemption/forgiveness is only attainable through this venue.   
 

This is a maxim even among the Jews themselves, hrpk Nya Mdb ala ein capparah ella bedam, "There is 
no expiation but by blood."  Yoma, fol. 5, 1; Menachoth, fol. 93, 2.  Every sinner has forfeited his life by his 
transgressions, and the law of God requires his death; the blood of the victim, which is its life, is shed as a 
substitute for the life of the sinner.  By these victims the sacrifice of Christ was typified.  He gave his life 
for the life of the world; human life for human life, but a life infinitely dignified by its union with God.12 

 
As often occurs in Hebrews, the author moves from the shadow to the reality/substance.  He 
moves from what is known in the type to what is unknown in the antitype. 
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II. The work Christ offered ends all shadow (9:23-28). 
 

23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made 
with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
us; 25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year 
with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation 
of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 
judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time 
for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. (Heb. 9:23-28) 

 
A. The point in time nature of His work – “once for all” 

 
This text reminds us how Jesus Christ was offered up as a lamb before the foundation of the 
world (Rev. 13:8).   
 
Of the 15 verses containing the word “once” in the NT, eight are in the Book of Hebrews with 
five of the eight in our passage (6:4; 9:7, 26, 27, 28; 10:2; 12:26, 27 [2 Cor. 11:25; Phil. 4:16; 1 
Thess. 2:18; 1 Pet. 3:18, 20; Jude 3, 5]). 
 

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: (1 Pet. 3:18) 

 
The death Jesus died happened but once, and the power of that death is ever reaching and 
ever expanding. 
 

B. The sufficiency of His work – “the consummation of the age” 
 
Whatever proceeds this moment will be forever altered.  Notice how the author of Hebrews 
views the coming of Jesus the Christ.  Hebrews 1:1-3 speaks of Jesus being the fullest and final 
revelation from God.  Hebrews 8:10 speaks of His arrival as the time of reformation, a time 
when He would straighten thoroughly the crookedness of humanity.  And here in 9:26 His 
presence signifies the consummation of the ages.  The word used for “consummation” is found 
in six passages. 
 
• 39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. . . 49 So 
shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 
(Matt. 13:39, 40, 49) 

 

• And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? (Matt. 24:3) 

 

• Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matt. 28:20) 

 

• For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. (Heb. 9:26) 
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The appearance of Jesus the Christ inaugurates the end of the ages.  It began and continues, 
God is straightening thoroughly the world in which we live. 
 

C. The power of His work 
 
His death redeems, His death cancels, and His death puts away sin.  Notice with me the 
“power” words used to capture the nature of His death. 
 

1. Redeem ([apolutrosis] 9:15) 
2. Purged/Cleansed ([katharizo] 9:14, 22, 23) 
3. Forgive ([aphesis] 9:22; 10:18) 
4. Put away ([athetesis] 9:26) 
5. Bear ([anaphero] 9:28) 

 
Friend, let us consider the magnitude of what has happened.  Why do we worry about what 
has already been done?  We could not bear it and we cannot bear it. 
 
Why do we continue to live as slaves? Why do we continue to live with haunted minds and 
memories?  Why do we carry feelings and emotions of guilty?  Why do we cling to what has 
been put away, and why do we cloth ourselves in the sins of the past and present?  Jesus has 
lived and died and lives for such things.  We are redeemed and have been adopted into the 
very family of God. 
 

D. The reality of His work – “As it is . . . so also”  
 

27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without 
reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. (Heb. 9:27, 28) 

 
The intent of this text is not to speak to the idea of reincarnation, but such an idea of multiple 
deaths and multiple lives is untenable from the Bible.  Such thinking seeks to avoid the 
inevitable encounter all of humanity will have with God.  He alone and only is the final and 
fullest judge for all of creation. 
 
Notice the language employed.  Jesus came and dealt with sin, and is coming again at which 
time he will not deal with sin.  His second coming will mark the beginning of a new and final 
chapter in the Story. 
 

III. The will of God in the finishing of sin (10:1-18).  
 

A. The inadequacy of the Levitical Sacrifices (10:1-9) 
 

1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can 
never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw 
near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been 
cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins? 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of 
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sins year by year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore, 
when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, 
BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES 
FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 7 "THEN I SAID, 'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE 
SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'" 8 After saying above, 
"SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN YOU 
HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE IN THEM" (which are offered according 
to the Law), 9 then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL." He takes away the first in 
order to establish the second. (Heb. 10:1-9) 

 
The contrast here between skia (shadow, shade caused by interruption of light as by trees, Mr 4:32) and 
eikôn (image or picture) is striking. Christ is the eikôn of God (2Co 4:4; Col 1:15). In Col 2:17 Paul draws a 
distinction between skia for the Jewish rites and ceremonies and sôma for the reality in Christ. Children 
are fond of shadow pictures. The law gives only a dim outline of the good things to come (Heb 9:11).13 

 
B. The sufficiency of Christ’s Sacrifice (10:10-18).  

 
10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 

Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT 
HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL 
FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the 
Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH 
THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND 
ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, 17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS 
DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no 
longer any offering for sin. (Heb. 1:10-18) 

 
1. What has happened 
 

a. We have been sanctified (v. 10) 
 

Periphrastic perfect passive indicative of hagiazô, to set apart, to sanctify.14 
 
Perfect Passive Participle is used in a perfect pass periphrastic construction emphasizing the completed 
state or condition.15 

 
b. We have been perfected (v. 14) 

 
Perfect active indicative of teleioô. He has done what the old sacrifices failed to do (verse Heb 10:1). Them 
that are sanctified (tous hagiazomenous). Articular participle (accusative case) present passive of 
hagiazô.16 
 
The Perfect indicates a one-time event with a continuing result completed in the process depicted by the 
participle.17 

 
2. Why it happened 

 
a. He offered up His body 
b. He did this once for all 
c. He inaugurated the new covenant 
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d. He forgives sin 
 
As I read this section I cannot help but be overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude of the text.  
Friends, does the perfection spoken of in our text have any real “teeth?”  Does it matter that 
the Bible says our conscience has been cleansed of sin?  Why are we so preoccupied by the sin 
in our lives, when we should be consumed by the presence of God and His accompanying 
glory?  Friends, I sin, but I do not allow myself to become preoccupied by sin or its residual 
consequences.  Some would think I treat sin lightly or that I care little about sin or that I do not 
grieve enough or weep enough or feel guilty enough or look downtrodden enough.  This, 
however, is to miss the point.  I do believe in the fruit of the Holy Spirit that produces in me 
confession and repentance, but this is not the substance of my view of the Christian life.  I hate 
sin, but no more than God hates sin.  God hated sin so much that He sent His Son to do for me 
what I could never do for myself.  He hated sin so much that He sent His Son to kill sin 
forever.  This is how I “celebrate” my hatred of sin by reflecting on the gospel.  When we give 
too much “mind” time to sin we are diminishing the gospel.   
 
Friend, this text tells me God put an end to sin’s threat.  Even though I sin and often find 
myself speaking to those whose sin becomes a dominate element, put it off.  Even when it is 
still present, do not give it “face time.”   
 

This section on the high priestly ministry of Christ (7:1—10:18) concludes with this [paragraph] in which 
the writer emphasized the perfecting effect of Jesus Christ's sacrifice on New Covenant believers. He 
wrote this to impress his readers further with the superiority of their condition compared with that of 
Old Covenant believers.18 

 
Martin Luther said, “Sin has but two places where it may be; either it may be with you, so that 
it lies upon your neck, or upon Christ, the Lamb of God. If now it lies upon your neck, you are 
lost; if, how-ever, it lies upon Christ, you are free and will be saved. Take now whichever you 
prefer.”19 
 
It is only as we see our sin in Christ that we can be free from sin in life.  I am not speaking of a 
sinless perfection, but the ability of not being in bondage to sin even when present.  We have 
all heard of those individuals who even though in prison experience a profound sense of rest 
and freedom.  Their souls could not be bound. 
 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel, 9 for which I 
suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. (2 Tim. 2:8, 9) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

The long section on the high priestly ministry of Jesus ends here (7:1—10:18). Priestly ministry was such 
an important part of old Israelite worship that the writer gave it lengthy attention here. The writer 
showed that Jesus is a superior priest compared with the Levitical priests, and that His priesthood 
supersedes the Levitical priesthood. He also pointed out that Jesus serves under the New Covenant that 
is superior to the Old Covenant. Furthermore His sacrifice is superior to the animal sacrifices of the Old 
Covenant. Finally, Jesus' priesthood brings the believer into full acceptance with God, something the 
former priesthood could not do. Therefore the readers would be foolish to abandon Christianity to 
return to Judaism. Contemporary believers are also foolish to turn away from Christ and the gospel.20 
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Shin Dong-hyuk was born in "Camp #14," a slave labor camp where prisoners usually stay for 
life and die by age 45.  On December 2, 2012, Shin was featured on 60 Minutes during which he 
recounted to Anderson Cooper the story of his life in Camp 14 and escape.  Here is a short 
snapshot of his life:  From youth onward Shin learned how to survive by any available means, 
such as eating rats, frogs and insects, and snitching on fellow inmates for rewards. He never 
dreamed of a world other than the one he lived in.  He believed life outside the prison was 
simply more of the same.  When working at a textile factory, Shin befriended a 40 year old 
political prisoner from Pyongyang named Park, who was educated and had traveled outside 
North Korea. On January 2, 2005 the two were assigned a work detail near the camp's 
electrified fence on the top of a 1,200-foot (370 m) mountain ridge. Noting the long interval 
between the guards' patrols, the two waited until the guards were out of sight and then made 
their attempt to escape. Park went first but was electrocuted by the high voltage electric fence 
and was killed on the spot. Shin managed to pass over the wire using Park's body as a shield 
to ground the current, suffering severe burns when his legs slipped onto the lowest wire as he 
crawled over Park's body.  The means of provocation for escape was the desire not to be 
hungry.  When he finally found freedom and could now eat to his fill, he still found it to be 
lacking. 
 
Friend, there is another life and it is a life of freedom.  God sets you free and then enables you 
to live free. 
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